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To the READER: | 
2 Reader, 

o here ofent unto thee a Sermon 

| preache by a Reverend and Learned © 
Miniſter in thi City, at the Funeral 
of that faithful, godly, and truly conſcien- 
ciou Miniſter of 22 Mr. james 


Nalton , whoſe Name is as 4 _ 
Oyniment poured pa unto: all t 
in bu Nation: He was one of — 

cious ſons of Zion ( of whom the world is 
not worthy) ejetted by men, but now taken 
into a better Living by the great Biſbop of 
ſouls, Surely Englands fins are very gr 
and hainous, that have turned God. and 1 
Man againſt ur. Our Teathervare thrown 
into corners by men, and caliei ama from: 
ur by God. - that our eyes EY lawn A 1 
with of rears! but irn 1 | 
beart>vhe He hem eve ii 
2 taken away, but no man 5 


i wreſtling Jacobs our 1 1 


. „ * 
= 


gap, our praying Elijahs, our weeping Je. 
remiahs, be called home, Lord, what will 
become of England! whoſe prayers will be 
inſtrumental to remove theſe judgments In. 
cumbent, and prevent thoſe which are im- 
minent:if the mourners in ion ceaſe from 
among ut, ſurely then tis not only our duty, 
but our ſafety to pray for (and conſe- 
quently bewaile the loſs of) their lives who 
are our Fathers, the chariots & horſemen 
of England, for wheſe ſake this N ation is 
3 from the judgements of Sodom & Go- 
morrah,yet guilty of greater abominations, 
I ſhall ſay no more, but commend this Ser- 
mon to thy reading,and intreat that candor 
from thee, that if thou findeſt any errata in 
words or phraſes, or any thing that ſeems 
imperfedt, not to impute it to the reverend 
and learned Diſpenſer, but to the Tranſcri. 
ber hereof So l commend thee to God, Han 


well. 54 6 
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Rich treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, &c. 


2 Cor, 4. 7. 


But we have thu Treaſure in Earthen 
Veſſels, that the excellency of the Pow- 
er may be of God, and not of . 


Here is nothing ſo excellent or compleat in this 
& {Ay World, but bath its diminiſhment and quilificati- 
| om; and ſomething that doth: diſparage it, and 
bebte of the excellency thereof; net the things 
of this World onely , bur ſpiritnal things in ſome 
ſort, as to enjoy them, and partake of them in this 
life, have their inconveniences and diſparagements annext ,: and 
are mingled with ſomething that a bates of their worth; un in- 
ſtance of ieh we have here in this ipture 9 hich the 2 
Apolile Pay! 222 concern ment vfithe Mi- 
niltry of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Ne ha e verle defoze che 
Text, told us che great priviledge that both Miniſters and others 
bad in having th gloriou : Goſpel, viz, The light of the knowledge. 
of -the.glory of Gaus the face of Jem Chriſt , ſhiniog into our 


hearts; 
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, (3) 
hearts; the conflderatioff of which is of great encouragement 
tous; yet adds this as a qualification of it, viz. But we have this 
treaſure in earthen Keſiels, & That which doth qualifie it, is, 
That this excellent ea ſore bach its conveyances through weak 
and mean perſ6os, men of frailty and mortality, In the words 
there are tue mig parts : 
I. The Di on ic ſelf. | 
II. The Acconnt of ir, | 

I. The Diſprofationit felf, This Treaſure we have in carthe 
Veſſels, Cc. 

I |. The account of it, That the excellency of the power may be of 
Cod, and not of 4, 

I ſhall begin with thy firſt, the Diſpenſation it ſelf, which hath 
two branches, 

1, The Depoſitum, the thing laid up. 

2. The Repoſitory in which this Treaſure is laid up. 

Firſt, The Depoſitum, or thing laid up, which is a Treaſures 
and what is this Treaſure, but the Goſpel of Jeſas Chriſt : The 
Goſpel is a Treaſure according to a twofold conſideration : 


1. Matter 
In reſpect of the 3 8 of it. 
2. Miniſtry . 


Both make up a treaſure, The Matter of it, the things of the 
Goſpel are eh things, and the conveyances of it; the Minifte- 
vial fes and ability, by which the Goſpel is admi niſt red, do make 
up the Treaſare : Iis a Freafare in both reſpects, 

1. In reſpect of che matter of it;; chereſore it is we read of 
the A:ches ef Chris of the Riches of the Goſpel. The Seripture 
makes mention of three things wherein the Goſpel is agreeadic 
to a treaſure. , 

1, A Treaſure is a thing of dignity. and worth; tis not a com- 
pany of pebbles ny ) that will make up « Treaſure; 
a Treaſure of worth ang dignity 3 and thus is 

inedexcellent and admirable truths, 

Chriſt; the doctrine of the Go- 

and recoriciliwtion wich God 

we 
hare 
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have gloty and immortality, &c. and thole things in the | 
are 1 to us: there is no ſcience in — world ow 
ſuch treaſure is this. 52 

2. The Goſpel is u treaſure for variety, Abundance, and plu- 
ralicy. 'Tis not one thing of worth, but many that makes up a 
treaſure; if frw, yet much worth mult he hm prehended in them; 
ſoin the Goſpel we have the manifold wiſdom of God, the rich 
treaſaves of Wiſdom and Knowledge The Goſpel, though it be 
but one ſor ſubflance, yet tis many for improvements 1 tis 4 
chain of many links; one faith, but divers articlesofic; ſo it is 
treaſure in that reſpect. 6 

3. Tis a treaſure for its cloſeneſs ; We do not open a treaſure 
to every one, but it is kept cloſe. The Goſpel is a ſeeret myſte- 
ry, bidden, not revealed to every one; it is not diſcovered Ito 
carnal worldly men, though it may be revealed to them in the 
out ward propoſition, yet not in the ſpiricuality of it. - Aus here 
ſhall wiſ dim be fend ? and where 11 thr place of waderſtanding . (gith 
Job, ch. 28. v. 12. The peace of the Goſpel is a treaſure bid in the 
held, not found by every om. 

2, The Goſpel is a treaſore in reſpect of the miniftry of it; 
ſo the Apoſtle hints, tis oot onely light, but a ſhining light, 
which hath ſtined into our hegrts to give the light of rhe k f 
the glory of God, Kc. 'Tis a treaſure in this reſpect, viz. in the 
diſcovery and ſhining of it, he conveyances, the ſeveral gi 
and graces of the miniſtry, by which che. Goſpel is conveyed co 
us, makes up a treaſure; and as the Miniſtry is a treaſure: ſo the 
opportunities and advantages theteof are. Thus the Goſpel ami 
the Miniſtry ebereaf"is pretious, and ought to be eftectned and 
made uſe of by as. We ſhonld highly account of the Goſpel, and 
put a high value on it, for it is a treaſure ; yen, it is a treaſutre in 
the want of. other treaſures, they ave rick: chat are made parta- 
_ it; Silver and Gold have * une faith 8. Pater — — 

e) bus ſuch as I have given thee: this in che priviledge of Mi- 
niſters; though it may be, poor in reſpect of chemmſelves, yet ate 
rich to otheri. Theſe excellent tiches art committed to us, an 
accordingly we maſt not only make uſe of them our ſel ves, bar 
Mike them k non to othertʒ; the Goſpel is a treaſure not for us 
| „but to diſcover, reveab and manifeft to others t 
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light of the glory of God, c, Tbis is che work of the Mi- 
B 2 try, ©. 
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niſtry, We have indeed this 144 but not for our ſel ves only, 
but for others; ſo we axe to keep it, to preſerve and maintain 
it, but ſo as to be diligent to impare what is committed to us for 
the edification of others: Every Scribe inſtrulled in the Kingdom 
of Heaven 4s # good howſholder, br ingeth forth things new and old. 
The Goſpel-i54 treaſure , therefore we oughc to carry our 
ſelves anſwerable to it: As 

1. We muſt labour for it, be diligent in the ſrarch of it, dig 
for it as for hidden treaſures. Lift up thy voice for underſtanding, 
&c. NM. 2+2,3,4, Dig for it, you know there is a great deal 
of pains taken, and labour uſed to get Worldly treaſure , What 
would not men venture for it? they will go over Sea and Land, 
go through fire and water, expoſe themſelves to all dangers for 
earthly creaſure , make unto themſelves friends of the Mammon of 
wnrighteouſneſs ,' pals away a great deal of time, and take a great 
deal of care for it. | 

2, Eſteem this treaſure; this heavenly wiſdom, this Evangeli- 
cal knowledge, even the Goſpel of Chriſt, labour to underſtand 
it, and have the efficacy wrough: upon your hearts, 

3. Rejoyce in it; how do men rejoycein earthly treaſure, ſo 
ſnould we, u the Merchant in the Goſpel when he had found the 
Peart of Pre, rejoyced exceedingly ; ſo we ought, as being 
made partakers thereof. 7 re/oyced at thy word, even as one that 
bad feuntgreat ſpoyls, (ſaith David ) fo ſhould we rejoyce always 
in this treaſure. Tis ſaid of choſe char fate under John Bapuiits 
Miniſtry, that they rejoyced but for a while, and that is the con- 
dition and miſery of many, The Ciemof Samari«s when they had 
received the Goſpel, tis ſaid they had great joy, 44.8.9. 

4. Be careful to keep and preſerve it, for it is a treaſure, and 
therefore we muſt treaſure it up in our hearts ; and the rather 
beccuſe it will xeep us, It keeps ( as Chryſoifome ſaith) the houſe 
where it is ; other treaſures cannot ſecute themſelves, buc if we 
keep this treafure it will ſccare ui. Diſcretian (hall preſerve thee, 
and underſtanding (hall keep thee. Prov.2.11, thus you ſee the excel- 
lency of this ſpiritual wifdom, So much for the firſt thing conſi- 
derable in che firft branch. 11z.the Depoſitum, the treaſwre, 

The ſecond thing conſiderable is, the Kcpoſttery, h. e. Earthen 
Veſſels, or veſſels of Earth earthen Pitchers: theſe are the &- 
pojirory, but we have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, Ke, — 


— 
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word of diminution, and diſparagement | and that in threc 
regards ; 


1 la regard of its meaneſs and baſeneſs. 
2 In regard of its foulneſs and pollution. 
3 In regard of its frailty and tranſitorinels, 


'Tis paſſing away in all theſe reſpects; theſe earthen veſſels in 
the Text, is to be underſtood,the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, in regard of their outward man are ſo called, and are ſo 
according to this threefold notion. F 

I. In regard of their meanneſs ; their outſide is mean, either 
for perſon, or ſometimes for eſtate, body, & outward deportment. 
Thu was the condition (you know) of the firſt Miniſters of Chriſt, 
mean and ordinary perſons outwardly God made uſe of, Nay 
our Maſter, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour was mean in regard of 
his humane birth, and reckoned of by moſt men according to his 
birth and parentage. So it is with the ſervants of Chriſt, they 
are in their perſons generally baſe, mean, low, and accordingly 
rendred deſpicable to the eyes of the World, 

II. In 2 of foulneſs and pollution; Miniſters are called 
earthen Veſlels,they have many weakneſſes, they are men ſubject 
to the like paſſions as others. Tis ttue the Miniſters of Chriſ. have 
greater advantages then others, in regard of their education, 
knowledge, gifts, and imployments, being more free from thoſe 
defilements and ſnares that others are intangled in: yet through 
the remainders of the fleſh in them, they bave many infirmi- 
ties : ſo Satan watches them more then others, lays more ſnares 
for them in regard of their parts and imployments ; ſo that they 
are more ſubje& to his temptations then others, Satan hath a 
defireto fifr them (as the Apoſile Peter j 8s wheat, becauſe fre 
knows they will draw many after them; ſo that they muſt needs 
be ſubjet to many weakneſſes and infirmities. Sometimes God 
makes uſe ofthe worſt ſort of men, even the moſt vitious and ma 
licious ; firſe hechangerh them, and then makes uſe of them us 
inſtruments of glory, The Apoſtle Pa wala Veſſel of Election 
to carry the name of Chriſt unto the Gentiles ; yet in times paſt 
a great perſecutor. So it pleaſeth God to make uſe of ſuch, that 
the excellency ofthe power may be of God, &c, 

+56 rs B 3 Ul. Mi- 
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III. Minis ers are called Earthen Veſſels in regard of the 
frailty and mortality of their perſons, and earthen Veſſels are 
ſoon crakt Th broken. Miniſters are ſubje& to many infirmities 


of body- is Heavenly light of the Goſpel ſhineth often 
— Larithorns of glaſs, which are ſoon broken, Miniſters 
have weak and frail bodies: Timothy bad his bodily infit mities, 
and Tropbimus was left ſick at AMiletum, 2 Tim. 4. 20, and Epa- 

lia was ſick nigh unto death, T bil. 2. 27. And Pau! had need 
of L»ke the Phyfician, probably in regard of his weakneſs. Thus 
the ſervants of God ate ſubjet᷑t to many infirmities, Beſides the 
reaſons in the Text, there are other reaſons why God will have 
is ſo. 

1 That they may be more compaſſionate, and more ſenſible 
of the weakneſſes of others, for heneſf of condition breeds Sympa- 
thy of Heid ion. 

Men are apt to pity thoſe in the like condition wich them- 
ſelves; ſo our Lord took our nature upon him, that he might 
pity us 3 he took fleſh and blood upon him, he was tempted in 
all things like unto us, but without fin, that fo he might ſuccour 
thoſe that are tempted : So his ſervants many of them ate much 
rempred, which may breed in them a ſympathic of affection to 
others that are in ſuch a condition, 

2, God will have it ſo, that Miniſtert may have the more er- 
perience of the truth they preach to others concerning an afflict- 
ed condition : thoſe that have had no ſickneſs or other affliction, 
cannot preach from experience of ſuch truths that concern ſuch 
a condition they cannot preach fo feelingly and ſavory as others; 
when they have been under affliction, they will know what af- 
H. tion is, both in the nature of it, and the comforti of it, and 
God's gracious aſſiſtance therein; and ſo they may ſpeak com- 
fortably, and be enabled to comfort others, as the Apoſile Paw! 

$, af 

3+ God is pleaſed ſo to order it ſometimes for their humiliati . 

9, to keep them low, that fo they may not be lifred up by rea- 
Y = of extraordinary manifeſtations and imparemencs ; thus 
. It Paul had given him a thors in the fle'h, that Meſſenger of Sara: 

7 #0 buffet him, left he ſhould be exalted above meaſure, 2 Cort 2.7, A 

horn was given him, &c, ("tis twice repeated both in the begin- 
ning and end of the verſe) that fo this thorn in ibe fleſh _ 
; tep 
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keep out pride in the heart, that ſo they may have « more low) 
meek, and humble frame of ſpirit, and thereby fitted and pre- 
pared for greater ſervices, And 

4 Tha: they may be alſo more conformable to thoſe they 
have to deat with, Cra delires Moſes to fpeak to them (and not 
God why? becauſe he was like unto chem, and would therefore 
compaſſionate them; from whom they therefore delired to te- 
ceive the commands of God. Thus it pleaſeth God to deal with 
dis ſervants, that as they may pity thoſe they have to deal with, 
ſolicewiſe to draw the aſſectiom of their people unto them, to 
make them more loving, and the more to attend on their Mini- 
firy, _ they ace ſo fleeting, and going away 3 it pleaſed God 
that Epaphroditus ſhould be lick even to death, to endear the Phi- 
Han, more to him, chap. 2.25.58. that their love and tender- 
nels may be drawn forth the more by the diſcovery of his frailty, 
Lec us improve this, 

fe 1. Firſt, as to Minifers, ſee how the condition is with as 
in our Calling; We are Eartheu Veſſels, taken out of daſt , We 
ſhould often conſider our frailey, to make us more humble, more 
meek, and more compaſſionate to others, more diligent in do- 
ing good, that we may make amends for our frailty and, natu - 
ral weakneſs that are upon us: We muſt not tak much jof ir, 
it being no more then in former times; it was the condidon oi 
the Apoſtles themſelves , they were Earchen Veſſels, they had 
ſuch weaknefſes upon them, men ſub ect to che like paſſiens 
uwe, 

Ke 2. Secondly, An for the people, this they may improve in 
il the notions and conſiderations of an Eerthen Veſſel. 

Firſt, In regard of the meanneſs; you maſt not eſteem the goſpel 
according to the veſſel, according to the diſpatagement of the 
Veſſel; a Veſſel of diſhonor in reſpef of ics matter, may be a 
Veſſel of honor in reg ird of the gold that is in ity thoſe Mem . 
ders of the body that ate weak, ond in themſelves leſs honor, 
die, we afford a great deal of honor upon them, in decking a 
clonthing them: So the Miniſters Work and Employment, an 
the Do&rines they bring, are excellent and of great uſe; 
ill is done, we have that we ſerve for; according to the « F. 
dent we ure put to, we are honorable, though ourwerdly | 
Wicked and baſe men are calle jy ene, they irg , 91,198 
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earth , Job 30.8. Children of fools, yea children of baſs men; they 
are viler theu the earth, i. e Men of no account (as one (aith)the 
earth groans under ſuch ingracious perſons; but gracioas perſons 
ate Veſſels of honor; as it was ſaid of the giants of old, ſo it may 
be ſaid of theſe, They are men of Renown; and ſo we ſhould eſteem 
of them. Worldly men look at the outſide, and ſo efteem of 
them; ſo was Chriſt dealt with, 7s wot this theCarpenters Son 7 80 
thoſe Teachers in Corinth , endeavoured to render St. Pau his 
preſence weak , and his ſpeech contemptible , 2 Cor, 10. 11. that 6 
they might make his Miniſtry contemptible alſo. But this glori- 
ous Treaſure is in Earthen Veſſels, Ton know \ ſaith St. Pa! ) Gal 
4- 13. that through inſirmity of the fleſh I preachedthe Goſpel wnto you 
at firf#, This was their commendation, v.14- But my temptat ion 
which was in my fleſh, you deſpiſed not, nor rejelted, but received me as 
an Argel of God, even as Chriſt Jeſus. 

All his weakneſſes, and what ever was matter of diſcourage- 
ment, they did notdeſpiſe, but honourably entertained him e- 
ven as Chriſt himſelf. So it was the commendation of the I heſſa- 
lonians, 1 Theſſ. 2.13, that they received not the word as the word 
of man, but (os it is in truth) the word of God, looking to the migh- 
ty God to make it effectuall: ſo ſhoald all others de upon this 
conſideration, * 

2, Seeing Miniſters are earthen Veſſels in regard of moral in- 
firmities which adhere to them > in reſpeR of their corruption 
and werkneſſes judge of them as men: but eſteem of what is 
righteous in them; though they have great advantages agaialt 
fin, and be very careful againſt fin, yet notwithſtanding they are | 
not totally exempted and freed from (in ; as they are Miniſters, | 
ſo they are men. | 
3 Tn regard that Miniſters are earthen Veſſels in reſpect of 
their frailty. Seeing then they are ſo frail and tranſitor y, there- ſ 
fore accordingly you ſhould make uſe of them, deal kindly and 
affectionately with them, in that they are quickly broken, What wi 
is ſooner broken then a Glaſs, or an earthen veſſel Miniſters 75 
ere quickly taken away, and theteſore you ſhould be tender of WM c 
them while you have them, Where are all che Father, Ds the 
Prophets live for ever ? the Word of the Lord indeed indureth for the 
ever, bat the Preacher of it doth not; the Goſpel is eternal, but WF 
the Diſpenſer is mortal; chg Calling js laſting, but the Minifter 
17 | ; 
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is tranſitory ; and therefore you ſhould carry your (elves With 
all tenderneſs and reſpect to them: take heed of prieving their 
ſpirits, ſeeing they are ſo ſoon broken. Endeavour alſo to im- 
prove by them, and to get as much good as you can by them, 
It is a great argument ts work while it 15 day, becauſe the mght 
comes when no man can work : whilſt God affords means and oppor- 
tunities, make uſe of them: we are but paſſengers; therefore this 
isa great ground for you to endeavor to get all the good you 
can by your Minifters, ſeeing they are frail. 

Laftly, By way of improvement : Take notice of che ways of 
God as different from mans; God purs excellent treaſure in- 
to Earthen Veſſels; we keep treaſures in ſtrong hold», in the 
iirongeſt Repoſitories. God's wayes are not as our wayes, he 
goes another way then we do ; he makes uſe of the pooreſt, 
meaneſt, and moſt frail creatures ſometimes ; he lays alide ma- 
ny times men of greater abilities, parts and quality, and makes 
uſe of weaker to do this great Work, Chry/o/fowe makes an ex- 
poſtulstion, If it be excelent treaſure , why in earthen veſſels ? 
Therefore it is a Veſſel of Earth, becanſe an excellent Treaſure, 
Thus Gods ways are unſearchable: This is the improvement, 

Now beſides this interpretation given of it, there is another 
that will not be impertinent. Some underſtand by Eiben 
Veſſels, the expreſſions, words and phraſes of the Miniftry, 
through which the doQrines and traths of the Goſpel are con- 
reyed ; this is agreeable to hat went before: Some falſe Tea- 
chers in Corixth pleaſed themſelves with eloquent and enticing 
words of worldly wiſdom , and ſo endeavoured to render Paul- 
preaching deſpicable, ia regard of the plainneſs of itz therefore 
(faith the Apoſtle) we have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, h. . 
familiar conveyances, that ſo we may eaſily underſtand it. 

Thus I have explained this Earthen Veſſel, and 6 have done 
with the firſt conſiderable part, viz. the diſpenſation it ſelf, Thu 
Treaſure we have in Earthen Veſſel; : 1 come now to the ſe- 
cond, vis, f 

II. The accomnt of this Diſpenſatios, That the excelleney of 
the power may be of God, and nei of u, Which words may be 


F 


confidered two wayes, 


C 


1. Eicher 


(10) ; 
r, Either abſolutely, as lying in themſelves, Or, 

2. Connexively; to che words before going, 

1. Take them abſolutely as they lie in chemſclyes, and two 
things are exhibited. 

1. The excellency of the Goſpel and Miniſtry it ſelf, called 
Power. 

2, The Author and Original of it, laid down two ways, po- 
ſitively, of God ; and negatively, not of 1. 

1, The excellency of the Goſpel and Miniſtry thereof , cal- 
led Power : There is « great deal of power arr efficecy in the 
Goſpel, tis in ics nature powerful and efficacious; ſo the M niftry 
of it, Kow.1.16, 1 am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt , for it @ 
the power of God unto ſalvation te ovary one that believeth, See 1 Cor, 
2.4. Paul's preaching w4s in the demonſtrat ion of the Spirit and 
of Power, Cc. lis called the Arm of God's Power, the ſword of 
the Spirit, Epb,6.17+ Ti quick and powerful , and ſharper then any 
to · edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of the ſoul and 
ſpirit, &c. Heb. 4. 12. and many other places. We may conceive 
it to be ſo according 20 the various eſſects and conſequences of 
it, Viz, as to 

1. Conviction. 

2. Coverſion. 

3, Conſolation. | 

1. Tis powerful in regard of conviction, cis a word of con- 
viction; and one part of the Work cf the Miniſtry is (by the 
Spirits co-operation) to convince the world of ſin, to open mens 
eyes, to ſhew them the vileneſs of their wayes, to diſcover ſuch 
courſes to be ſinful ; the Conſcience is awakened by the Spirit 
in the Miniftry of the Word, herein tis powerful and efficacious: 
There ate divers inftances in Scripture, how powerful the Word 

in point of conviction; in Felix, the Apoſile Pa. 
preached to him of righteouſneſs and judgement to come, &. He 
trembles ; The Judge on the Bench trembleth at the Word de+ 
livered by the Priſoner at the Bar: Sa powerful is the Miniſtry 
of che Woad, as to diſcoyer our finfulneſs, So the Diſciples go- 
ing to En, their hearts bur nt within them when our. Saviour 
opened to them the Prophers, & c. So it was with St, Peters Audi- 
tors, Aft 2, they were pricked in the heart when they beard 
tha; he did preach to them in the peer and demonſtration — the 
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irit, and plainly diſcovered that (in that they were more eſoc 
755 guilty of, and when they heard h, - were pricagd 250. 

art, Oc. 

2. It is a word of Converſion alſo, Conviction is one thing, 
and Converſion is another, Sometimes men may be convinced, 
but yet have no change wrought in them; theretore converſion 
is another work, it is a turning men from darkneſs to light, from 
the power of Satan to God, &c. to receive an inheritance among 
them that are ſantihed. Herein is the Word powerful, iz. in 
regeneration, I have begotten you (by the Word) to a lively 
hope, &c. of his own will hath be begotten you, &c. 

3 It is a wordof comfort and conſolation, it is a powerful 
word, and able to comfort the heart : and the Miniſtry is very 
effeual herein (when ſet on by the Spirit) to quiet, ſatisſie, and 
pacific the conſciences of men, which declareth the remiſſion of 
ſin, and whoſoevers ſing are forgiven , muſt needs be comforted. 
Indeed it is not in che power of men to forgive ſint, yet they can 
ſpeak a word of comfort in ſeaſon, by the adminiſtration of the 
promiſes (the Spirit of God going along with them) and then 
they are not only declarative, but operative. Where (I ſay) it 
pleaſeth God to bleſs and ſanctiſie the Word, it is effcRual for 
the quieting of the mind, for pacifying of the conſcience, and 
ſerling of the troubled ſoul. Thus you fee how powerful the Mi- 
niſtry is; and ſeeing it is ſo, this ſhould reach us how to behave 
dur ſelves under it; it is powerful in it ſelf, and powerful in its 
diſpenſation,and bath none of that weakneſs (mentioned before) 
of the diſpenſer of it, / was with you (ſaith S. Paul) in much weak: 
neſs, and in fear, and in trembling, 1 Cor. 2, 3, 4, and my ſpeech» = 
u in demon#t ration of the Spirit, and of power, Theſe may ſeem 
to be contradiftory ; bur *cis anſwered, the Word is powerful in 
the demonſtration of the Spirit, though delivered by one of ha- 
mane weakneſs, as before is declared, This ſpiritaal power we 
ſhould look at, and labour after; which power doth not conſiſt 
in matter of elocution, the enticing words of mant w ſdem, not in 
matter of voice, which indeed is a good thing, and ſutable to the 
nature of the matter! « quick and powerful delivery is of great 
efficacie, and power, for the ſetting home of truths. Vet this 
«».doth not make a powerful Miniſtry ; for a whiſper in the ear 
may cauſe a thunder bolt in the 5 : the power lies firſt 
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in the nature of the matter; the matter conſiſts in the nature and 
condition of mankinde, the certainty of judgment, the neceſſity 
of Chriſt, the covenant of Grace, and the graces and priviledges 
thereof,&&c, Theſe carry a great deal of power and efficacie with 
them when they are carefully and frequently diſpenſed, and Gods 
ſpirit going along with them, ſo they become powerſul ; for the 
Miniſtry conſiſts not in empty notions and ſpeculations that will 
only tickle the fancie, but never reach the conſcience,” Moral 
diſcourſes,though they be of great uſe, yet if we reſt in them, they 
leave us as they found us. Evangelical truths (which are mani- 
fold) are to be delivered in the Miniſtry. Now as the matter of 
the Miniftry muſt be powerful, ſo the expreſſions muſt be power- 
ful ; there ſhoald be ſutableneſs of expreſſion to the matter, h. e. 
with gravity , ſobriety, affection, &c. Strong lines make but 
weak preaching, and take away the efficacie ; but delivering 
cruthsin che demonſtration of the ſpirit and in power, that is 
moſt effectual: when we ſpeak feelingly and from our hearts, it 
comes then (through the bleſſing of the Lord with. it) wich 
power. This is then to le:rn us of the Miniſtry, viz. 1, Uſe. 

Let us be careful that the matter of our Miniſtry be powerful, 
ſo that the handling and diſpenſing thereof be power ful, that ſo 
it may come home to the conſciencezthus we ſhould deal with all; 
the words of the wiſe are 4 goads , aud as nails faftned by the Maſters 
of aſſemblies, &c, Eccl,12,11, So our words ſhould have a force 
and power in them, This as the Apoſtle ſays, is mighty and pow- 
etſul co the beating down of ſtrong holds, &c. 

Uſe, 2. Secondly in reference to hearers; ſecing the Miniſtry 
is powerful, you muſt then ſubmit your ſelves to the power of it, 
Many people are Sermon proof, and think co ſtand it our agaialt 
the power of the Word; but if it comes in power to the coalci- 
ence, they will not be able co reſiſt it; as it is ſaid of them in the 
Goſpel, they were not able to reſiſt the ſpiric by which he ſpake 
( vix. Stephen.) And for thoſe that deſire the converſion of 
others, what courſe ſhould be taken by them for that end? but 
by good counſel, inſtruction, prayer, and good example, to en- 

deavour to convince them, and more eſpecially to bring them 
to the Word and adminiſtrations chereof, which God bath ſan- 
Rifed for this end. | & 
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So much for the excellency of the Goſpel, viz, The excol- 
lency of the wer, &c, I come to the ſecond : 

2. The Author of it, 1, Poſicively, it is of God, And . Ne- 
gatively, it is »ot of u. 

Firſts poficively, it is of God, and that in all che-confidera- 
tions of it, in the full extent of it, it is of God, $0 the Mini- 
llerial gifts, the performances of it, and the ſucceſs of it, are 
all from God. | 

Firſt, Miniſterial gifts are from God]; it is he that makes us 

able Minifters of the New-Teftament; there are ( faith the 
Apoſtle Paul) diverſity of gifts: to one is given the Word of wi- 
dom, to another the War d of kyowledge by the ſame Spirit, &c. 1 Cor. 
12-445,6, It is God that beſtows every good gife. 
Secondly , The performance aNois from God]; his grace 
concurs and aſſiſts therein; the habit and the ac; are both 
from him; God gives gifts co men, and he enables them to 
diſpence them. Miniſterial employments are not only for ge- 
neral, but particular applications, and ſo need not only gene- 
ral, but particular aſſiſtances; That I mught be enabled (faith 
St. Pan) to frlfil tis work,, &c. the Lord ſtood by me and ſtrength» 
end ment hat my preaching nught be fully accompliſhed, 

lt is God that makes the work powerful, efficacious and 
ſucceſsful; Alas when we have uſed our beſt endeavours , all 
the ſucceſs is from him, he muſt make it effectual; it is (aid, 
our Saviour went about doing good, for God was with him, 
enclining him to the work, and afifting him therein: So he 
is with all his ſervants: their gifts, employments, and ſucceſs 
thereof, are all of God, not of us. | 

Obj, But it may be objected, Is all from God, and nothin 
from us? Are we not ſaid to concur with him? and is not 
then the power partly ours ? | 
A., lanſwer, Not tis of God, and not of us ; we are in- 

deed ſubjects of the Miniſtry, the Recipients thereof, per- 
ſons employed in the Work, and therefore are ſaid to be vor- 
bert together with God, 2 Cor. 6. 1. but the power and efficacy 
thereof is from God alone: Paul and Apollo are but Miniſters, 
tu God that giveth the bleſſingy *cis not of us in two reſpetts, 
1. Tisnot mericed by us, tis not of our deſerving , nor of 
our procuring; 1, *Tis not of our deſerving ; the beſt & moſt 
accom- 
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weeompliſht'do not merit it: I received mercy ( ſaith Pan. 3 to 
be faithful, he accounted it a mercy to be employed, and to 
be faichful therein. 2. Tis not of our own procuring, ve do 
not obtain it by our own power, as Peter ſaid in the recovery 
df che lame man, 7 « mt — power und holineſ of our, that 
this man u reſtored, & c. and ſo ic is not our gifts and induſtry 
onely, that will make our Miniſtry powerful ; and therefore 
in this Work let us be looking up co God, and defire him to 
aſfilt us, as Moſes (aid, If them yoeſt not, O Lord, up with us,where« 
fore ſhould we go hence? ſo ſay I, It the preſence of God be not 
wich us, hat can we do ? & 

And further, when we do partike of any meaſure of abili. 
ty, ſee where we muſt determinate it; Not wnto u Lord, not an- 
ro uu, but unte thy Name be all the glery ; We muſt not ſacrifice to 
our own net, nor give the honor to our own induſtry, but 
wholly give the praife to God, becauſe che excelleucy is of 
God | 


2, But in the ſecond place, if you look upon the words re- 
flexively, or as having their connexion to the words going be- 
fore, and ſo they will agree and hold together; and thus you 
may read them: Therefore is this Treaſure in earthen veſſels, 
that the excellence of thePewer may be acknowledg'd to be of God, 
and wot of w: If it were in Angels, or had we never ſoftrong 
bodies, yer the excellency of the power of God would not 
be ſo clearly feen, as it is now, being laid up in poor, frail Veſ- 
fels : Here's the power of God, here's che luftre and glory of 
God moſt manifeſted ; for ſo much the more apparently it 
will be ſeen to be from God, by ſo much che weaker the inſtru- 
ment is, that is employed by God; therefore if any thing 
doth act beyond its own power, it muſt have ſome forreign 
powers for the producing ſuch aud ſuch acts; therefore when 
we ſee = great matter done by poor, frail and contemptible 
— earthen veſſels, this doth plainly ſhew che excel- 

ency of the power to be of God, and not of men; therefore 
look from man to Cod, it is God that doth theſe chings; we 
ſhould overlook earthen Veſſels; we ſhould (I ſay ) overlook 
men that are theſe earthen veſſels, and look to God chat 
makes the Miniſtry powerful in ſuch conveyences as theſe 
are, 
Further- 


% 
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Fntthet more, Ii may ſatisſie us of the Miniſtry, in that we 
are Veſſels, cu. men of frailcy , &. we are apt to be diſcou- 
raged, and to think hardly that we are followed with ſo ma- 
ny weakneſſes, that we have a hard matter, that hen we 
have taken ſuch pains in the work of the Miniſtry, we ſhould 
be thus rewarded; but this ſhould ſatisſie us, the more weak 
ueſs in us, the greater honor will come to Chriſt ; 7his Treas. 

ure we have in carthin Veſſels, that the excellency of the Power may 
be of God, and not of . The weaker the Veſſel, che mare ho- 
nor will redound to Chriſt. 8 ; | 

Furthermore, this may take off the ſervants of Chriſt from 
unwillingneſs unto thoſe works and performances which God 
calls chem unto, by reaſon of their weakneſs: Thus ie is hen 
God calls to any work or employmeut , the ſervants of God 
are apt to plead their own inability ; Moſes (ayes he is not elo · 
quents,Jeremiabſayes he is a child, Fonab ſayes he is a) man of 
unclean _ : Thus we have their delayes, their excuſes, 
whereby they endeayourto diſcharge themſelves from that 
Work that God calls them to, by their own weaknels, Se. 
but God refuſes ſuch excuſes ; for who makes the blind to ſee, 
the dumb to ſpeak, but God? It is he that touched 7/aiabs lips; 
it is he that ſaid to Feremiah, Do not ſay thou art child, for 
1 have ſent thee, &c, This I ſay then is a confideration that 
may encourage Miniſters in their Work, that the weaker th 
are, the honor arid glory will redound to Chriſt ;/ for he ſaid 
unte me, (ſaith the Apoſtle) My Grete is [ufficrent for thee, for my 
frength is made perfect in mean,: Not that this is an encou- 
ragement or argument forany to-take upon them the great 
work of the Miniftry,withour ſufficient qualifications & abili · 
ties: But where there is not that degree of ability as is Yefi- 
red, here there is a true ſenſibleneſs of their weakneſs , this 
= be an encoursgement unto them, that God delighteth 
to ſhe his power in them, that by ſo much the more they are 
weak, ſo much honor he wil gain, For a concluſion, it comes 
to this, viz, 

That ve lay no ſtreſs upon any out ward things, 

There is no ſtreſs or happineſs in theſe outward things; 
thoſe that ſeem to be of ſome concernment, as ſtrength of 
body, and other outward qualifications that are of remark; 
yer 
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yet confider, they are fading'and tranſitory; this ſhould teach 
us in the enjoyments of outward things, a great deal of hu: 
mility : Though we are Veſſels of gold in regard of the trea- 
ſare and improvement, yet in regard of our ſelves we are 
Veſſels of, Earth, and ſo ſhould be in reſpe& of humility, Let 
us look upon all. theſe things as given to us of God even ſor 
this very end, That we may be more ſerviceable to him and 
his people. 
So I have done with the two general parts of the words, 
and ſo with the whole verſe, via. He bave this Treaſure in 
earthen Veſſeli, thut the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
not of ua, 

Do we begin again to commend vur ſelves f ¶ ſaith the Apoſtle Pas), 
2 Cor.3:1,) or need we Epiſtles of commendation to yen, or Letters of 
commendation from you ? ye are our epiſtle ir uur hearts, &c. But 
this is applicable to the preſent ſad occaſion now before us. 


This reverend and bleſſed man of God, Mr. James Nal- 
ton, was a perſon of great note and eminencie among us, 
one well known in this City, and in this place, where he 
ſpent his labour and pains many yeats. I could give large 
accounts and teſtimonics of him (it need were) from m 
own knowledge of him, having been acquainted with, 
him many years. He was not only a Miniſter, but the 
fon of a Miniſter, his birth and education ſuting together. 
He lookrupod it not only as an honour, but as an engage- 
ment to be careful to walk in thoſe ſteps ſet before him; 
and to continue the work of the Miniſtry begun by his re- 
ligious father, . Certainly the children of godly and holy 
patents cannot come off ſo cheap in their carriages as o- 
thers, they have greater accounts to make, as having grea- 
ter examples ſet before them, greater advantages of pray - 
er, exhortation, &c. and ſo greater engagements; this 
was thought on, atid obſerved by him. And as he was 
the ſon of a Miniſterpſo when he ce to years and was fit. 
ted, he took upon him the Muniſtry : as he was one of 
great abilities, ſo accordingly he diſcharged them wo 
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fully and conſcienciouſly, He was a ſpititual, powerful 
——— Preacher, be preached by his Life ; for (as 


Eraſmus (aith) we ſhould not only love to ſpeak truths, but 
we ſhould digeſt truths on our own hearts before we c 

mend them to others, and ſo they will be the more effe- 
cual. He was a man of a very meek, ſweet, and humble 
(pirix ; a man of great humility and of great meekneſs in 
the midſt of great abilities, which was a great ornament 
in him; a man full of renderneſs and condeſcenſion to 
others; a man of a very yeilding and melting frame of 
ſpirit, ſoon diſſolved into rears, It was the ſaying of one, 
that a good man is full of tears; ſo this good man was 
full of tears, not affected, but very real, and hearty,drawn 
from the fullneſs of his Spirit, as the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, 
he ſerved the Lord in much humility aud many tears, 
This was remarkable, thatin theſe times our Reverend 
Brother was ſull of tears in delivering his doctrine, which 
was ſutable to the age we live in, being full of fin and cas 
- lamityg there is much nced ot a bewailing ſpirit to be- 
wail the iniquities and miſericsof the times; they that 
cannot bewail themſelves, need the tears of others, He 
was a man of great integtity, and ſingle- heartedneſs; in his 
exhortations he had much of the ſimplicity of Chriſt, as 
the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, In reference to the Miniſtry, he 
had no warldly and baſe affe&ions, he had no carnal de- 
ſigns therein; but his cl ict deſign was to bring ſouls 
home to Chriſt, that was his chict buſineſs, As the Apo- 
le ſaich of himſelf, may allo be ſaid of him, that is ſims 
plicity and god!y ſinccritys he had his conver (ation in the worid, 
nt walkin; in croftineſs, nor l analing the werd of Gudereit 
fully, bat Babe manifeſta:ton of the truth, commending bim- 
777 to every mans conſcience in the ſig bi of God, 2 Cor, 4. 2. 
He was a man that had ability to (peak a word in ſeaſon, 
he was very compaſſionate to wounded ſpirits, he himſelf 
baving been much afflicted. He was a man much in com- 
we Wy munion 
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munion with God, and had mach acqustatande with 
God, and was careful in improvement therein : he was a 
Jau in wreſtling with God, à Moſes that ſtood in the 

po an Elijah that prayed earneſtly: the whole lund was 
the bettet for ſuch a perſon, being much with God; he 
made many addreſſes to him, and had much hofy fami- 
liarity with him, + And as in his publick performances 
he was very faithſul and benc ficial, ſo in his family and 
private he was very lcuitſul and ſesious. In a word (not 
to multiply much in this kind, you need it leſs in this Au- 
ditory, but onely by way of gratctul memorial) there was 
much ol God andChriſt in him, and he was a great cxam· 
ple to his ſellow. ſervants; there was much of this Trea- 
ſure (ſpoken of in the Text) in this earthen Veſlely as in 
the matter of it, he was one of a Goſpel ſpirits and in 
the conveyances of it, he had great abilicies for the work 
of the Miniſtry, and diſcharged it with a great deal of ſuc- 
ceſs, As he had this treaſure in an earthen veſſel, ſo his 
velsel, his frail body was no diſparagement to him, but 
the advancement ©: the treaſure, in letting forth the pow- 
et to be of God; his outward man was much weak and 
worn away, but his in ward man was upheld by the grace 
of God, His firſt work in the Miniſtry was in that place 
where my felt have relation to; he was an aſſiſtant io my 
Predece(>or / being then paſt labour) Mr. Richard Conder , 
and performed the work ſo well, that he was exceeding- 
ly beloved of Mr, Cexder, and well beloved of the Pariſh, 
and other places, He left a good impreſſion behind, and 
I ſound good effects by the toundation there laid. The 
Apoſtle Paul indeed defired not to work there where ano- 
ther had laid the foundation, but I thought it a great ad- 
vantage that the foundation was laid by ſuch a Mafter- 
builder, He was called into the Country to Rugby in Mar- 
wickſbire, there he continued very fruitful, and did much 
good, For ſome occaſion he removed, and returned i 
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the City, and came into this place, where he continued 
about 18 or 19 years, diſcharged the work of the Lord 
carefully, I need not ſay much of his carriage in this 
place, L appeal to your own conſciences, I may ſay of 
this ſervant of Chriſt, as the Apoſtle Paul ſaid of Pimclf |; 
1 Theſs.2.10,11., Te are bis nitneſſes, and God alſs, how ha- 
lily, and juſtly, and untlameabi; be hebaved 1 
you, as you know hom be exharted, and comforted, and — 
every one of you (a5 a father doth hi. hilarem) that ye would 
walk worthy of God, wie hath called yu unto bis kingdom aud 
glery, Theretore there lies an engagement upon you to 
walk anſwerable to the truths he delivered, and to fol- 
low his ſteps, conſidering the end of his converſation, 1 
ſhut up all in the words of the Apolſle Paul to the Pbiliy- 
plans, ch. 4. 9. Thoſe things which ye hate both learned, and 
receided, and heard, and fern in him, Do: and the God of 
Peace ſhall be with you. 


